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FROM THE DESK OF CHIEF EDITOR
Dr. Nishith Rai, Director

As cities continue to expand, urban governance stands at a critical
crossroads —facing the dual challenge of managing rapid urbanization
while ensuring sustainability, inclusivity, and resilience. In this evolving
landscape, the role of city governments has undergone a transformative
shift, from being mere providers of infrastructure to becoming enablers of
equitable development, effective service delivery, and participatory
decision-making.

This compendium emerges at a time when urban issues are no longer
confined to isolated geographies but have become global concerns —climate
change, digital transformation, migration, and urban poverty all converge
within the boundaries of our cities. Against this backdrop, it is imperative to
adopt an interdisciplinary and innovative approach to policy-making and

urban management.

The contributions in this volume reflect a shared commitment to
exploring diverse dimensions of urban governance—ranging from
institutional frameworks and financial sustainability to community
participation and environmental stewardship. The insights drawn from
academic, administrative, and grassroots perspectives enrich the ongoing
discourse and reaffirm the value of knowledge exchange between theory

and practice.

RCUES Lucknow, with its decade-spanning legacy in urban capacity
building and knowledge dissemination, remains committed to creating
platforms that foster critical dialogue and collaborative solutions. We hope

that this publication will serve as a valuable reference for policy makers,
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urban planners, academicians, and practitioners working toward making

cities more inclusive, liveable, and future-ready.

Urban governance is not just about managing growth; it is about
shaping the future. Let us move forward with the resolve to make our cities

engines of opportunity, equity, and sustainable development.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the contributors, reviewers, and
readers who have made this publication possible. Their commitment to
advancing knowledge and sharing insights continues to enrich the dialogue
and inspire progress. As we look ahead to 2025, may we continue to push
the boundaries of understanding and collaboration in the pursuit of a

brighter tomorrow.
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Lucknow (Dr. Nishith Rai)
June 2025 Director
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FROM THE DESK OF EDITOR

We are pleased to present this edition, which brings together a diverse and
thought-provoking compilation of scholarly contributions exploring some of the
most pressing and transformative issues in India today. Each article offers a unique
lens-be it environmental, socio-economic, or cultural-through which we can better
understand the ongoing challenges and opportunities in our evolving urban and
societal landscape.

In “Antyodaya, Sarvodaya, and Environmental Justice: A Philosophical and
Practical Framework for Sustainable Human Development,” Dr. Shashi Bhushan
delves into the deep-rooted connections between Gandhian ideals and
environmental justice. Drawing on philosophical traditions and rural case studies,
the paper argues that uplifting the most marginalized is key to achieving collective
welfare. It emphasizes that environmental justice is not only a moral imperative but
also an ecological expression of Antyodaya, offering a blueprint for inclusive and
sustainable human development.

The feature article, “Socio-Economic and Environmental Impact of
Rejuvenation of Urban Water Bodies in Uttar Pradesh,” authored by Dr. K. S. Rao
and A.K. Mathur, delves into a critical ecological and urban development theme.
Through empirical analysis of rejuvenation efforts under the AMRUT mission, the
authors shed light on the multi-dimensional benefits of restoring water bodjies,
particularly in improving community health, environmental sustainability, and
local ecosystems.

The significance of preserving urban ecology is further emphasized in
“Transformation of Urban Oasis: A Case Study of Urban Green Spaces (UGS) in
Indore City, India,” by Prachi Singh, Sangeeta Jha, and Kiran Kumari Singh. Using
satellite-based analysis over three decades, the study reveals a steady decline in
green cover in Indore, underscoring the urgent need for sustainable urban land use
policies and protection of natural landscapes.

Urban transformation takes center stage in “Urban Transformation in
Gorakhpur Since 2017: A Pioneering Model for Regional Development in Uttar
Pradesh,” by Dr. Kiran Agrawal. The article explores Gorakhpur’s evolution into a
strategic industrial and infrastructural hub, backed by sectoral investments and
public initiatives in housing, healthcare, youth development, and education.
Drawing comparisons with Tier-II cities, it demonstrates how regional leadership
and integrated planning can drive sustainable urban growth.

In “Guardians of Eco-Spirituality: The Four Shankaracharya Peeths and
India’s Sacred Environmental Legacy,” Rahul Kumar explores the environmental
and spiritual dimensions of the four cardinal Peeths established by Adi
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Shankaracharya. The paper highlights how these ancient centres, set amidst
ecologically rich regions, serve not only as spiritual beacons but also as sanctuaries
of biodiversity and cultural tourism. The study underscores their enduring role in
uniting India’s ecological heritage with its spiritual consciousness.

“Socio-Cultural and Economic Manifestations of Kumbh Fair-2025 of
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh,” by Awadhesh Kumar Singh and Supriya Srivastava,
offers a timely and comprehensive insight into one of the world’s largest religious
congregations. The study examines not only the spiritual and cultural richness of
the Kumbh Mela but also its broader economic and infrastructural implications for
the state and nation.

In “Empowering Women through Development and Gender Budgeting:
Evolution and Inclusive Growth Strategies,” Dr. Asha examines the trajectory of
women's empowerment in India, focusing on Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB)
as a key tool for equitable development. The paper traces policy shifts from ancient
to modern India and critiques current implementation gaps. It calls for integrating
GRB into all tiers of governance and recommends targeted strategies-such as
digital access, health initiatives, and political inclusion-to advance gender equity
and sustainable national progress

Sustainability and environmental resilience take center stage in “The Impact
of Renewable Energy on Sustainable Development in India” by Priyansha Singh.
The article emphasizes India's potential and ongoing efforts in aligning its
renewable energy drive with the global Sustainable Development Goals.

In “Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in India, Challenges and
Opportunities for Inclusive Growth” Supriya Srivastava and Dr. A.K. Singh
explore the landscape of women-led enterprises in India. The paper critically
examines institutional frameworks, challenges, and the road ahead for fostering
inclusive economic growth through the empowerment of women entrepreneurs.

Lastly, Urban challenges are further examined in the article “Analyzing
Urban Traffic Congestion: An Empirical Study of Four Key Intersections in
Lucknow” by Dr. Utkarsh Mishra and Mohit. The study highlights the urgency for
integrated and smart traffic solutions to combat rising urban congestion and its far-
reaching impact on public life.

This edition exemplifies our commitment to providing a platform for
informed academic discourse that connects policy, practice, and people. We hope
these contributions will inspire further dialogue, research, and action.

W2

Lucknow Rachna Rishi
June, 2025 Publication Officer
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
.|

The editors and the publishers of this Journal welcome the submission of original
research papers and brief research reports, notes for publication on condition that
they are submitted solely to the Urban Panorama and that they will not be reprinted
or translated without the consent of the editor. Papers will be judged on the content

of their original data or interpretation and Referee's comments.
NOTE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

All papers must be accompanied by an abstract and key words with the
degree/diploma, etc. of the authors along with the recognized abbreviations and the
name of the University awarding the degree/diploma in each case. Authors should

also provide the details of their current institutional affiliation.

Manuscripts: Authors should follow the style of any recent issue of the journal for
preparing their manuscript. Scripts should be typewritten, original and first carbon
copy with margins and double space on one side of the paper only. All pages should
be numbered consecutively. An abbreviated title of the paper not exceeding thirty
letters should be provided. Notes, references, tables and illustrations should be
neatly presented on separate sheets and numbered consecutively for each. The

length of the article should not normally exceed 8000 words.

Manuscripts should be submitted in duplicate. Articles should be typed in A-4 size
paper, on one side only, with sufficient margin on all 4 sides. An abstract should
accompany the articles. The text, abstract, notes, references etc. should be typed in
double space. Also send a soft copy (directorrcueslko@gmail.com) or CD on MS
word. All materials submitted to Urban Panorama should be sent to the Chief
Editor, Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies, Lucknow University
Campus, Lucknow. The authors must provide an undertaking along with the
article, stating that "the article/study is my own work and has neither been

published nor sent/submitted for publication elsewhere ".

Contributors must give their affiliations, complete mailing address (both postal and

email), as well as their phone and fax numbers.

Consistency should be observed in the use of hyphen. For e.g. either 'psycho-social'

or 'psychosocial' should be used throughout the article.
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Tables and Figures should be indicated by numbers (Table 1) and not location (the
Table below).

Manuscripts not accepted for publication would not be returned to the contributions
(s) unless the request for their return is accompanied by a stamped and self-

addressed envelope.

Book reviews and review article will be accepted only when accompanied by one

copy of the book reviewed.
Urban Panorama prefers articles (English/Hindi) of practical value.

The Chief Editor is responsible for the selection and acceptance of articles, but

responsibility for views expressed in them rest with the author (s).

References: Quotations in the text should be short and included within single
quotes. References to literature cited should be carried within the text; they should
be given by the surname of author followed by the year of publication and the page
or section number in brackets. For example: (Majumdar 1958: 125). The author's

name need not be included if it appears in the text in the same sentence.

A list of references cited under the caption REFERENCES should be added at the
end of the paper. It should be arranged alphabetically by the author's surname and
chronologically for each author. Please observe the following conventions (i) book
titles should be underlined to be italicized; (ii) titles of articles, followed by the name
of journal or edited volume in which it appears in italics; (iii) if several publications
by the same author in the year are cited, a, b, c etc. should be added after the year of
publications; (iv) all reference entries should correspond with the references in the
body of the text.

Notes: Notes should be typed on separate sheets and numbered consecutively. Such

marks, as asterisk should not be used.

Spellings and Punctuations: Spelling and punctuations, except in quotations, must
be consistent throughout the script. For this, Concise Oxford English Dictionary
should be used.

Illustrations: Illustrations must be in black and white, preferably in the form of line
drawing. Drawings should be in black India ink lettered by stencil or letra set. Either

originals or sharp glossy prints at least 12-17 cms. should be submitted.




Explanations of figures should be given on a separate sheet. Authors will be charged
the cost of blocks.

Authors are requested one soft copy of the paper in M. S. Word should be sent in a
CD along with two hard copies. These should be sent directly to the Editor at
Lucknow by Speed Post or through Courier Service.

The editor reserves the full right to adjust articles with the requirement of the
journal. The editorial board is not responsible for the opinions and statements of

contributors of the Urban Panorama.

Exchange proposals should be addressed to the Editor and requests for subscription

should be addressed to Serials Publications.

All rights reserved. No part of this Journal may be reproduced or utilized in any
form, without permission in writing from the Director, Regional Centre for Urban

and Environmental Studies, Lucknow.
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