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) - . FROM THE DESK OF THE CHIEF EDITOR
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Prof. Nishith Rai

Director/Chief Editor
N ;’;e prlctieess of urban development, throughout the world is related to the multiple growth
es. It is subjected to the innumerable forces and process of changes in the man’s
everall environment. An ideal city has not only to be beautiful but it should also be functional
in terms of providing a congenial living environment. In recent decades, the technological
developments have increased mobility, reduced the loss of time, enlarged the economic
developmental activities and multiplied the demand for services, and in turn has eventually
gener_ated the unprecedented demand for urban land. Thus, the situation is alarming in case
of million plus cities in India. The growing menace of slums and unmanageable question of
squatter and pavement dwellers is the symbolic evidence of a serious urban challenge for the

planners and administrators.
The shortage of basic services and amenities like water, power, housing, problems of

slums and squatters, traffic congestion and unhygienic conditions are ugly manifestations of
dian metropolitan and large cities. Small and medium town

explosive growth of the In
settlements on the contrary, suffer from demographic and economic stagnation, and in some
explosion as well as the stagnation are vital

cases also from population decline. Both the
symptoms of economic maladies. The remedies of these problems lie in the purposeful
development programmes which should include the creation and

approach of urban
strengthening of economic and infrastructural base in small and medium town settlements.
It needs to be underlined that the urban development problems are complex and require a
d nature and character. One has to further

package of policies to manage issues of varie
that the urban development and policies are

refine one's own vision in the context of the fact
h a mix of local, state and national agencies. Therefore the

framed and implemented throug
~inter govemmental relations, institutional arrangements and mechanisms are important to be
viewed as effective tools of planning. : ,
= Recent trends in the urban management suggest four types of initiatives anq reforms.
~ These are political empowerment, functional empowerment, fiscal em powerment and integrated

and participatory planning including providing basic services to urban poor.
i € f decentralization and its' follow up, the papers in journal

" While elaborating the process 0 ' dits' follow 1 ,
- suggest a range of issues which require suitable attention. This gives useful feedback for
“poth the policy formulation as well as refinement of actions which are permissible and possible
 within existing framework. L

45
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NISHITH RAI
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