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Editor’s Note

_ Environmental change is a continual process that has been in operation €ver
since the earth came into existence. The inept handling of the natural resources such
as air, water, soil, minerals etc. has resulted in their overuse,miuse and waste. The
incessant increase in population has generated over-exploitation leading to @ stress on
our resource-base and consequent destruction of our environmental systems and
ecosystems on which life and its' well being depends. It has also given birth to 2
variety of problems such as housing shortages, growth of slums and squatter settlements,
over crowding and congestion, unhealthy living conditions, break down of
infrastructure, lowering of civic standards,air , water and noise pollution etc. These
factors have obviously left a deteriorating impact upon environment especially 1n
metropolitan cities.

The provisions for various civic amenities could not keep pace with the growth
of urban population, as a result the quality of environment in the cities could not be
improved. Lack of proper development and growth of substandard housing and slums
have resulted in innumerable environmental problems and the large cities, in particular
are victims of such elements of environmental degradation.

In this back-drop, the Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies,
University of Lucknow has devoted this Issue of “URBAN PANORMA? specially to
urban environment. I am thankful to the learned contributors for writing for this special
issue. It is hoped that this academic venture will help understanding complexities of
environment in urban areas.

S.K. Dwivedi
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