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Editor’s Note

_ Environmental change is a continual process that has been in operation €ver
since the earth came into existence. The inept handling of the natural resources such
as air, water, soil, minerals etc. has resulted in their overuse,miuse and waste. The
incessant increase in population has generated over-exploitation leading to @ stress on
our resource-base and consequent destruction of our environmental systems and
ecosystems on which life and its' well being depends. It has also given birth to 2
variety of problems such as housing shortages, growth of slums and squatter settlements,
over crowding and congestion, unhealthy living conditions, break down of
infrastructure, lowering of civic standards,air , water and noise pollution etc. These
factors have obviously left a deteriorating impact upon environment especially 1n
metropolitan cities.

The provisions for various civic amenities could not keep pace with the growth
of urban population, as a result the quality of environment in the cities could not be
improved. Lack of proper development and growth of substandard housing and slums
have resulted in innumerable environmental problems and the large cities, in particular
are victims of such elements of environmental degradation.

In this back-drop, the Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies,
University of Lucknow has devoted this Issue of “URBAN PANORMA? specially to
urban environment. I am thankful to the learned contributors for writing for this special
issue. It is hoped that this academic venture will help understanding complexities of
environment in urban areas.

S.K. Dwivedi
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From the desk of the Joint Editor

Among the modern world's most dangerous crises is that Created by th

and constantly increasing degradation of the environment.Concern with the proe 81‘983
of natural environment started with the appearance of man on this planet Getectlon
speaking, environment is everything that surrounds a plant or anima| or hl;ma: era'lly
and affects the way it grows. It is an empirically established fact that there l."’mg
vital link between the environment and the life. Man in pursuit of faster g lests,
economic growth is upsetting the equilibrium and destroying his life’s sup : f

Therefore man’s capability to transform his environment can brin p[:)e SYStem,
development and also an opportunity to enhance the quality of life 8 Denefits of

_ The p.rbanisation, modernisation,agricultural practices and substant; li

in ;?opulatlon have upset the equilibrium between human actjvi d

environment. :rhe irony of the situtation is that the more economicty am'i v

development in the world, more the danger to the environment 'T'hat:“ci:c:::l ol
. Inuoys

U:bnmer?tal Costs as per study in 1995 ip
,20/ an air pollution 14%, Soil degradatior
<70 and Deforestatjon 2%. A study carried
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Even g, all

. ) 18 not o i
o‘f)'r;)r:;ach to reso e consuit\ a? X “}e impending doom, can be averted if reformed
. x?er FeSource . . Ption is adopted. Therefore there is an imperative need
mtel‘-dlsciplinary ) Nd resource Management. Environmental management is an
l“"Sulatol')' force on iﬂﬁach to resource conservation and recycling and it acts as a
e centru themeof an wantonness in resource exploitation and resource wasting.
of the impact of hy nwm.m.",emal management is thus the reduction or minimization
i ‘uman activities on the physical and ecological environment. It is an
ourto avoid the overuse. m: | |
€, misuse and abuse of the resources in the environment.

It is clear that

the cou : . .
order to meet the b ntry, like others is in desperate need of development In

. asic essentials for life of its teeming millions. All development
uries . g s :
:?)(cl:io-eca reso}me b‘.’s“ and takes place in the background of a given physical and
enviro oomie environment. The development process profoundly alters the
b nmental fabric with concurrent beneficial and adverse impacts on each sphere

environment. The strategy has obviously to be aimed at protecting the resource
Or environment for sustaining development.

In order to manage the environment in a rational manner, it is necessary to assess
the potential of the environment for supporting life process and for providing the
resources for development. This is vital for the continued progress of mankind. Thus
the carrying capacity which implies the ability of the environment to supply the inputs
for man, animal and plant, must be evaluated as precisely as possible. Obviously,
expolitation of the resources in the environment beyond its capacity would spell
depletion and degradation of the environmental niches. Thus, it is clear that there is a
limit to the population that can be supported and it would be unwise to grow beyond
this limit. Population regulation is a concomitant necessity for envnropmentgl
management. A very similar important problem is that of n.lanagemer}t of a city. A.S it
grows beyond a certain optimum size, the cost of p'rovu.img essential f:nty se.rwces
becomes positively expensive with consequent deterioration of the quality of life.

It is quality of life that people aspire to which- may set.the environme-ntal goals.
The end objective of environmental management is to achieve these environmental
goals. If these environmental elements are eroded and polluted , as present trends
show, a stage may be reached when life on earth may become extinct.

India is very lucky from the point of view of natural resources, but the resources

te. It follows that our natural resources must not' be wasted. They should be

are finfe ith great care and conserved as far as possible. At the current stage of

Y g[rfiia the basic minimum needs of the people are clean water for

ge,wz:f;p:::; glo,:esti,c use, clean air, health care, education, fuel for cooking and
rinki
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heating, environmental sanitation, shelter, recreation an.d security. If not
propersl‘y providing cost of these basic needs to our masses may have
environmental impacts.

negaﬁVe

Nature conservation and environmental protect.ion are of paramount impo,-t,mce
for the human being. Hence there is a.need f(.>r environmental educatjon, The chigs
objective of environmental education is that mdlylduals an.d' groups should acquiry
awareness and knowledge, develop attitudes, skill apd abnhtngs and participate in
solving real-life environmental problems. The perspectrive fo.r environmental educatig,
should be holistic in character, inter-disciplinary and Integrated. It shoy|q be
comprehensive in scope.

Environmental education is concerned with tea
physical, mental and social well being that depend o
various aspects of biological, physical and chemical
soil and flora and fauna. The subjects covered und
includes water supply, disposal of human and anima
disposal, air, water and soil pollution, food, noise
and radiation hazards, housing,

ching of those aspect of man’
n the environment. It embraceg
pollution of water, food, air ang
er the environmental education
I excreta, solid and liquid waste
and vector control, occupationg|
village and town planning, flora and fauna,
ontrol of communicable and non-communicable

however revea] that the envi

level of school children, who are the fu
, ture |
should not be allowed to continue any mope

At the mou ] ms '\ . .
groups, com‘mu‘:ni:;e:;at::d or;mt "?tltutlons " rural and urban areas religious
o, . zation ’
Organizations, socig) Clubs etc, may be assoc§’ yontary and Jon-governmental

lated with the environmental education.
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achieve peace, d
» democracy and environmental sustainability. Emanating from the

Millenniu . '

bind coUn?:,,l.i)::l;.r:non the Millenium Déevelopment Goals were formulated and which

opment and Jo}; e March 2002 Montery Consensus-reaffirmed sustainable Devel-

Millenium De annesbury Plan of Implementation, was prepared. The Goal-7 of the
velopment Goals attends the problem of environment.

l‘G 1 .
oal-7- Ensure Environmental Sustainability
ment into country policies

T . .
arget |- Integerate the principles of sustainable develop
SOurces

and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental re

people without sustainable accessto safe

Target 2- Halve by 2015, the proportion of

drinking water
t in the lives of at least

Target 3- By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvemen
100 million slum dwellers.”

e termed as the Decade of

Jation. This volume is there-
papers included

‘ The first decade of the new century this can b
Environment. We, as an institution cannot remain in is0
fore devoted execlusively to urban environment. The summary of

follows.

Dr. V: Gnaneshwar identifies the various functions of urban local bodies which
t the urban environment. Many of the functions

are directly or indirectly impac

enumerated in the Twelfth Schedule have correlationship with the environment. He
analyses the prorammes being implemented for improving the environment in urban
Andhra Pradesh. Prof. S.K. Singh and Dr. A.K.Singh present the sanitary and related
scenario prevalent in urban areas. The authors analyse the problem threadbare and
appraise the govemmental interventions. They successfullycorrelatesanitation.
Effective management of sanitation,according to them, is the prerequisite for improving
urban environment. Sri S.K. Sinha diagnoses the problem of hospital wastes and
suggests an action plan for their proper management. He finds the hospital wastes as

a major factor worsening the urban environment. ,

ghts the importance of proper waste management for

improving urban environment. He presents case studies of many towns and identifies
the problems in collection and disposal of waste and suggests remedial measures as
well. SriR.K. Jaiswal identifies the problems related to solid waste management. H
describes in detail the experinces of the World Bank aided Urban Development Pr. -He
in Uttar Pradesh. Sri. Pravin Bhardwaj and Dr. K.K. Upadhyay explain the r ?Ject
waste management in eco-balancing. They suggest the adoption of eco-fi ole of
management of urban waste. Wholc process, they emphasise, should focus on inrfl)eli(iirlxy
g

Dr. K. Sreeram highli

Scanned by CamScanner



le at household level. Mr. Aurnob Roy discusses at length the environ
people lated to urban wastes. He presents a number of case studies to sar ety
problems resri Roy establishes a linkage between economic devel
his 'thesm‘ t ar;d highlights the options available before the country
env';(:r":: I[])olicy recommendations as well to deal with the environ
grl::rging from the urban wastes.

. He Suggem.
Mmenta] Probley,

Ms. Seema Parveen highlights the problems arigen as a result of
slums in urban areas. She feels that slums adversely affec
measure for improving environment, she feels, should inc]

t urban environment.

ude improvement Of slum

Dr. S. Srikrishna and Sri Anil Kumar in their Jjoint effort anal
effects-of environmental pollution, especially air and water pollut
money is not the only element needed to achieve clean air and

yse the causes ang
ion. They fee] that

Dr. S.M. Haider Rizvi and Srj

Pravin Bhardwaj argue that the economic
expansion is bound to

result in increase jn competition for the use of water. Sri Syed

: 'evel of air oy TS the pollytion Dr. S. Srikrishna traces the
\dentifies some Proble poll.unon ' genera] apg in Tj |
minimise the air m al‘ea T.

. Tupati town in articular. He
. ' Tirupat ¢4 P
10N in thig pi) im ce‘::;:"d SUggests the remegia] measures to

Scanned by CamScanner



agement sh in particular, Sri Sinha advocates
need of ) , L in managing urban wastes. Prof. B. M.
0 adOplln . cconomics of munici :
for effici ga unicipal solid waste. He feels the
ent manage iy
ment of sol :
problems especiall olid wastes. Sri V.S, Singh discusses the environmental

e y related to aj :
He puts forth some measure ? air, noise and water pollution in urban areas of U.P.
S to address these problems Dr. Ravish Kumar highlights

l nS i |

Sri O.P. :

Surmmit h(gl(l;B. Shukla dlscus.ses the provisions and details of the Second Earth
. at Johannesburg in 2002. He feels that th < foll fth
io-Summit, was mi d-appraisal of acti : eels that the Summn?, a follow-up ot the
Dr. S.K. Jaiswal suces lf) " of actions taken globally for saving the earth planet.
1.e. environment in stully traces the people’s concern towards their surroundings

. ’ : ancient olden days. He highlights the punitive actions taken by
Kings in ancient India for destroying the natural flora and fauna. Dr. Umesh Chandra
Ag@al talks of importancé: of dams for generating power and making water available
for irrigation and drinking purposes. He the environmental damages due to these dams.
Dr. Agarwal suggests to search options for maintaining balance between dams
(necessary for development purposes) and ecosystem. Sri Udai Veer Singh Rathore
discusses the problems of urban environment in a comprehensive manner. He traces

at length the measures adopted for protecting urban environment.

U. B. Singh
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