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From the Desk of the Vice Chancellor/
Chairman, Governing Council

No.VC ' ¢/65/2005
March 01, 2005

I am happy that the Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental
Studres. Lucknow University is publishing the Inaugural Issue of
the "RCUES NEWSLETTER™. Meanwhile it is continuing its

pward march by broadening its vision and expanding its homzon
by planning more academic pursuits, not only in Uttar Pradesh, but
also 1 1ts constitutent states, namely, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Onssa. Chhansgarh, Jharkhand and Uttaranchal.

| also take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to Prof.
Nishith Rai. Director of RCUES, who has taken this initiative and
hopefully will take the Centre to greater heights in the years to
come.

With all the best.

Yours Sincerely.

(R.P.Singh)
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Dear readers,

First of all, we take this opportunity to thank our Director, Prof. Nishith Rai, for entrusting
us the responsibility of editing the “"RCUES NEWSLETTER".

You will be happy to know that the Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies
(RCUES), Lucknow is extending its activities to cover not only programmes relating to
urban development and management, but also to those in the allied fields like housing,
water supply and urban poverty alleviation programmes.

In our sustained efforts to soar to greater heights, we felt that it was necessary for the
RCUES, Lucknow University to act as a forum for dissemination of new ideas and
experiences to all the States covered by our Centre. We wish to cover all the news relating
to urban local bodies coming under the jurisdiction of our Centre, as well as the related
departments of the State Governments and at the Government of India level in our future
issues.

We would, thus, request you to please keep us updated on the latest events, policies and
programmes as well as new initiatives and practices which need to be covered by our
NEWSLETTER, which will be published on a quarterly basis.

We also hope to have a section on future events and activities, as well as Mail Bag, Book
.
Reviews in our forthcoming issues.

We look forward to your active response about further developments on the above issues
and seek your cooperation.

Thanking you, and with regards,

Yours sincerely,

RocboNormors A"d"l‘

(Dr. RICHA VARMANI) and (Dr. ANJULI MISHRA)
Deputy Director Assistant Director




About the Regional Centre (RCUES)

The Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies (RCUES) was established in the
Lucknow University in the year 1968, supported by the Government of India in the Ministry of Urban
Development and Poverty Alleviation. Itis one of the four such Centres in the country and it has ever since
strived to play a positive role in the activities which are organized under four interrelated programmes :
training, research, teaching, consultancy services and dissemination of information relating to the urban
sector in the states of Uttar Pradesh. Uttaranchal, Bihar. Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and
Chhatisgarh.

Infrastructure

The RCUES is situated on the left bank of the river Gomti. It has a well equipped conference hall,
auditorium, rooms for faculty members and the office. The Centre has a fully furnished Guest House for
the officials participating in the programmes organized by it. A new campus, specially with residential
facilities, is also being developed by the Centre at Indira Nagar, Lucknow.

Library

The RCUES has a library situated within the campus. It has on its shelves titles on almost all aspects
dealing with urban development, environment, community development, health, slum improvement, etc.
It subscribes to alarge number of leading journals associated with the subject.

Funding

The RCUES receives regular financial support in the form of grants-in-aid from the Government of
India. The State Government of Uttar Pradesh gives regular grant too. The other constituent
states/agencies also extend a helping hand occasionally.

Aims and Objectives
The main objectives of the Regional Centre (RCUES) are:

* Toplan and implement appropriate academic resource inputs to meet the training and research needs relating to
the urban sector

* To conduct in-service training programmes, both of a general and specialized nature on a variety of subjects of
urban government

+ To organize seminars, workshops, symposia, conferences, etc. on various aspects of urban government and
administration

+ Toundertake research studies on various aspects of urban affairs

+ To provide consultancy to different agencies, and

+ Toconduct need-based training programmes in the constituent states



The Governing Council

The Governing Council is responsible for the overall control and administration of all matiers
concerning the RCUES, consistent with the rules and regulations of the Lucknow University and the
guidelines of the Union Ministry of Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation. It also considers and
decides all the matters necessary for the realization of the objectives of the RCUES in order to achieve
academic excellence.

The Governing Council consists of

The Vice-Chancellor, Lucknow University Chairman
Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development,

Government of India or his nominee Member
Representative of the Secretaries in charge or Urban Developmentor

their nominee from two constituent States (by rotation) Members

Afaculty member ofthe RCUES (by rotation) Member

Director of the RCUES Member-Secretary

Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee is responsible for deciding on the short and long term training, research and
other academic activities of the RCUES. Its composition is as follows :

Principal Secretary / Secretary, Urban Development Department,

Government of U.P. Chairman

Principal Secretaries/Secretaries of the Urban Development

Departments of the constituent States Members

Director, NIUA, New Delhi Member

Director, HSMI, New Delhi Member

Director, RCUES, Lucknow Member

Faculty Member, RCUES (by rotation) i Member-Secretary
Faculty

The RCUES has a team of qualified and experienced regular faculty members. In addition, services of
Consultants are also utilized. Presently, the faculty consists of:

Prof. Nishith Rai Director
SmtUrmila Bagga Deputy Director
Dr. Richa Varmani Deputy Director
Dr. U.B. Singh (on Leave) Assistant Director
Dr. Anjuli Mishra Assistant Director

Dr. Rajeev Narayan Assistant Director



Achievements

The RCUES has been regularly undertaking academic activities in various aspects of urban
government, namely, urban planning and development. urban finances, urban services, management of
urban poverty alleviation programmes and management of urban environment, etc., since its inception in
the constituent states. It has, however, diversified its activities in the above fields recently.

Some of the major achievements of RCUES are

* Nodalagency for training under UNICEF sponsored Urban Basic Services (UBS) programme for Biharand U.P.

* Responsible for training and monitoring of Indore Habitat Improvement Project under the Overseas Development
Administration (now known as DFID) project aided by the Government of UK.

* Collaboration with the State Urban Development Agency (SUDA) to launch the UBSP programme in U.P.

+ Designated as the State Training Institute for the State of U.P. for training of UBSP functionaries at different levels
(sponsored by UNICEF).

Presently, RCUES is the nodal implementing agency for the UNDP sponsored Project, 'Capacity Development

for Urban Governance'in U.P. and Uttaranchal.

UNDP sponsored project on "Capacity Development for Urban Governance"

The main components of this Project which aims at enhancing citizens' participation in urban
governance and strengthening it for sustainable human development through an integrated strategy
involving
» Activities to enhance coordination of development actors inurban areas
= Development of a mechanism for citizen's evaluation of urban local bodies
» Capacity development of urban local bodies' officials and functionaries
« Capacity development of RCUES, Lucknow.

The projecthas been recently implemented in six local bodies of the States of Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal as follows:
1. Nagar Nigams-Moradabad, Dehradun

2. Nagar Palika Parishads-Mirzapur, Basti, Nainital

3. NagarPanchayat-Malihabad

Publications

The RCUES has brought out a number of books, monographs, etc. and other publications based
on diverse issues in the field of urban government and administration, researches conducted by it and
proceedings of workshops, seminars, and conferences organized by

The Centre also brings out a bi-annual journal URBAN PANORAMA.
Recently, it has started the publication of RCUES NEWSLETTER on a quarterly basis.



FUTURE WORK PLAN

In order to achieve s mission to become a ‘Centre of Excellence’ in the Urban Sector, the
RCUES has worked o1 2 “uture work plan of organising the following academic activities.

Training Programmes

e Training ior Women Councillors of all the Constituent states in accordance with the guidelines of the
Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India. Each training course will be of 3 days’ duration.

« Orientation/Basic Training
RCUES proposes to conduct Basic Training Programmes for newly recruited municipal officials. These
courses will be of one week’s duration with input of study tours to different States/Municipalities

» Refresher Training
Every year refresher courses will be conducted for the municipal officials. Such courses will be of 3-6
days duration

» Specialised Training
‘ne Centre proposes to organize training programmes on various subjects of specialized nature.
These courses will be of 2to 4 days' duration

Workshops

RCUES proposes to organize atleast 4 workshops on important subjects every year. Each workshop
ne of 2-3 days' duration.

Seminars

There will be at least one national seminar every year. The subject for deliberation will be of prime
importance in the urban sector. The responsibility of organizing the seminar will be rotated among each
faculty member.

Research Studies

RCUES proposes to undertake short-term as well as long-term research studies. Short-term studies
will be internally financed. Long-term studies will seek financial assistance either from the Government of
India or the constituent States.

Data Bank

The Centre proposes to develop a data bank containing the financial status of urban local bodies,
studies on civic services, demographic profile of city, organization of local bodies etc.
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The Centre is launching its own web site. All necessary information and data will be given thereon.
The site has been developed and will be formally launched on March 5, 2005.

Diploma Courses

In addition to training and research responsibilities, the Centre plans to diversify its activities and start
a Post-Graduate Diploma Course in Urban Development shortly.

Specialized Units/Sub-Centres

The RCUES proposes to establish Units on ‘Disaster Management’ and ‘Urban Management’
respectively in the near future.

Sub-Centres in constituent states are also being established and Consultants have been appointed
in some of the States.

FORTHCOMING SEMINAR

Atwo-day National Seminar on “Public-Private Partnership in Urban Services” is being organized
onMarch 5 & 6, 2005.

The participants to the Seminar will include representatives from the Union Ministry and State
Governments pertaining to urban development, eiected representatives and officials of urban local
bodies, academicians and professionals from related universities and institutes.

The main themes of the Seminar will be as follows:

O Public-Private Partnership: Concept and its need in present scenario.
O Methods of Public-Private Partnership and their viability.

O Legal framework for facilitating Public-Private Partnership.

O Experiences of Public-Private Partnership in India and Abroad.



National Seminar

National Seminar on

SUSTA™ARLE URBAN MANAGEMENT
(May 28-29, 2004)
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rbanization was the improper division of functions
s agencies Prof. S.K. Dwivedi, the then Director of
CUES. while welcom ng the Chief Guest, said that urban local
nadies should take the ‘ong-term consequences into consideration
whle framing their poiicies. The Seminar Coordinator, Dr. Anjuli
Mishra, Assistant Director i~ RCUES. explained the objectives and
importance of various Tecnnca Sessions to the distinguished guests,
while Dr. Richa Varmani. Deputy Director proposed the Vote of
Thanks on behalf of the Centre.
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The Seminar was divided into five Sessions, detailed as ,

follows:

“Sustainable Urban Management:
Concept and Approaches”

Technical Session | :

Chairperson: Prof. Sneha Palnitkar,
Director, RCUES, Mumbai
Technical Session Il : “Financial Sustainability in Urban
Management’
Chairperson: Prof. AK. Singh,
Director, Giri Institute of Development
Studies, Lucknow
Technical Session lll:  “Management of Municipal Services:
Need for Public Private Partnership”
Chairperson: Dr. S.C. Rai,
Mayor, Lucknow
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National Seminar

Technical Session IV "!anagement of Urban Environment”
Chairperson Prof . M.P. Dube

Poitical Science Department,
Allanabad University

"Capacity Building of Urban Loca!
Bodies”

Sri Subhash Chandra,

Special Commissioner,

Bangalore Municipal Corporation

Technical Session V

Important Recommendations:

» In order to remain sustainable, urban managems~: ~.s 2.
the social and cultural desirability, besides ciner “z0027s
economic feasibility, resource use efficiency anc ezuty ~u2
consideration.

of the best technologies with various ma
necessary.

¢ Concerned and coordinated efforts are required by all the stake-
holders in the urban sector for effective management of urban
problems.

« There should be an effective relationship between the income
generated from own sources and capital income and expenditure.

o There should be a clear demarcation of functions between the
functions exercised by urban local bedies and other related
organizations.

citizens, so that they may pay propery tax, thereoy leading 1o an
increase in the income of urban local bodies

¢ | ocal bodies should participate with the private sector and communty 1@
provide a satisfactory level of civic services.

» The solid waste should be segregated at the household leve! for
effective waste management

¢ E-governance and G.I.S. technique can be an effective tool in
the capacity building of urban local bodies, especially in the field
of property tax and provision of urban services.

¢ \farious fraining programmes; specially in computers should be
organized for the elected chairpersons and corporators, as a
eapacity building measure.
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TRAINING PROGRAMMES

ooan Waste Management
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Reforms in Property Tax Administration
(July 15-17, 2004)

Therz m2§ Deen 2 3072 tranze n the system of property
1axes in most of tne states of the country due to the recent reforms
in tax administration. The state of Uttar Pradesh has recently
introduced the self-assessment system of evaluation of property tax
in the Nagar Nigams, which is also expected to cover the
municipalities. Keeping the above in mind, a three days’ training
programme on “Reforms in Property Tax Administration” was
organized by the RCUES from July 15-17, 2004,

The main objectives of the course were to discuss the system
of municipal finances in the present context, with special reference
to the system of self-assessment of property taxes, its critical
assessment and suggest measures for its improvement.

The course included various topics like sources of municipal
revenue, valuation and assessment of property taxes and their
collection; the system of property taxes in various states with special
reference to the reforms undertaken in U.P., roles and responsibilities
of D.D.Os etc.
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Training Programmes

Six senior officials from urban local bodies and development
authorities of the State participated in the training.

The main guest speakers were Sri T.N. Dhar, Chairman, lind
State Finance Commission, Government of U.P.; Dr. B.C. Goel,
former Dy. Director of Local Bodies; and financial consultants, while
the internal faculty consisted of Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy Director
and Dr. Anjuli Mishra, Assistant Director.

The participants were of the view that such training should be
organized at least twice a year, and were also keen to attend similar
courses on municipal accounts and finances.

The course was directed by Dr. Anjuli Mishra, Assistant
Director.

Municipal Resource Mobilization
(July 22-24, 2004)

The mobilization of municipal resources assumes great
significance in the post 74™ Constitution Amendment scenario,
wherein local bodies have to be structurally and financial autonomous
units of local self-government. A training programme of 3 days’
duration was thus organized by the Regional Centre on "Municipal
Resource Mobilisation" to discuss the various sources of municipal
finances, to familiarize the participants with the main
recommendations of the Central Finance Commissions and the State
Finance Commissions, property tax reforms, problems relating to
the augmentation of municipal resources and suggest measures to
strengthen the financial base of urban local bodies and to acquaint
them with the budgeting and accounting system and rules relating
to pay fixation, T.A., D.A,, leave efc.

The specific contents of the course were imposition and
collection of taxes and innovative methods to augment financial
resources; reforms in the administration of property taxes in some
selected States including U.P.; the self-assessment system of
property tax in U.P,; sources of tax, non-tax and institutional revenue;
formulation of municipal budget and maintenance of municipal
accounts; important recommendations of the Eleventh Finance
Commission and the State Finance Commissions of the Government
of U.P.

The course was attended by thirteen officers, including
Assistant Municipal Commissioners of Nagar Nigams, Executive
Officers, Accounts Officers of municipalities of U.P.

The guest faculty included Sri T. N. Dhar, (Retd. 1AS),
Chairman, lind State Finance Commission, Government of U.P,, Sri
S.B. Verma, Chief Finance and Accounts Officer, Sri AK. Gupta,
Chief Engineer, Directorate of Local Bodies, U.P. Government and
financial consultants.

The participants appreciated the course contents and were of
the opinion that the duration of the course should be extended and
computerization of records of urban local bodies should also be
included in the programme.

The course was directed by Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy
Director.
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Financial Management in Urban Local Bodies
(August 9-11, 2004)

A three day’s training programme on "Financial Management
in Urban Local Bodies" was organized to acquaint the officers with
various issues of financial management, municipal taxation, to
highlight the impact of the 74™ CAA on municipal finance, and to
make them aware of the various methods of accounting and auditing
of finances.

The principles and practice relating to municipal budgeting,
framing of rules and bye-laws, roles and responsibilities of drawing
and disbursing officers, the system of financial control in urban local
bodies and property tax reforms, along with the details of double
entry system of accounting and compliance of audit objections were
discussed at length with the officers during the training.

The programme was attended by a total of sixteen officers,
comprising Executive Officers and accountants of urban local bodies
of U.P.

The participating officers were of the view that elected
representatives should also be invited for such training and the
duration should be increased.

The guest faculty consisted of financial experts and officials
of the Directorate of Local Bodies, while the internal faculty consisted
of Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy Director and Dr. Anjuli Mishra.

Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy Director, directed the course.

Planning and Administration of Low-Cost
Housing Projects (August 16-18, 2004)

There is an urgent need to build low cost housing projects in
view of the ever-increasing population and the shortage of houses
in urban areas. Accordingly, the Centre organized a three days'
training programme on “Planning and Administration of Low-Cost
Housing Projects” from August 16 to 18, 2004.

The objectives of the course were to acquaint the officers with
the need and importance of low cost housing projects, low-cost
housing techniques and to suggest measures for improvement of
the same. The specific course contents included discussions on
management of low cost hausing projects, implementation of various
low cost housing techniques, and concurrent efforts for the same as
well as effective financial management of projects.

The course was attended by eight Engineers from urban local
bodies and development authorities of Uttar Pradesh.

The guest speakers included Sri Durgesh Pant, former General
Manager of U.P. Power Corporation Ltd.; Sri A.K. Pachauri, Chief
Engineer of Uttar Pradesh Housing Board; Sri Arvind Gupta of
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HUDCO, and Sri S.B. Verma, Chief Finance and Accounts Officer of
Non-Conventional Energy Development Agency (NEDA).

The participants were very enthusiastic and were appreciative
of its relevance in the present day context. They further suggested
that field visits to sites of low cost housing projects should be
organized, so that they could observe the construction
techniques etc.

Dr. Anjuli Mishra, Assistant Director, directed the course.

Disciplinary Enquiry: Principles and Practices
(August 19-21, 2004)

With a view to sensitise the officials with the entire procedure
and implications of Disciplinary Enquiry, a three days' programme
on “Disciplinary Enquiry: Principles and Practices” was conducted
at the Regional Centre from August 19-21, 2004. The participants
were also familiarized with the rules pertaining to punishments,
conduct of enquiry and enquiry reports. Role of administration and
the legal aspects relating to departmental enquiry were also
discussed during the programme.

Seventeen senior and middle level officers from various urban
local bodies and development authorities actively participated in the
programme.

The faculty comprised of guest speakers and faculty member
of the Regional Centre.

Mrs. Urmila Bagga directed and organized the programme.

Urban Local Bodies: New Perspective
(August 24-26, 2004)

After more than a decade of the implementation of the 74"
Constitutional Amendment Act in the country, it was felt necessary
to sensitize the participants with the changed role and responsibilities
of the municipal officials vis-a-vis elected representatives, to discuss
the various areas of municipal administration and to familiarize them
with the measures to achieve gooed urban governance.

More specifically, the management of urban services and
municipal resources, municipal budgeting and the double accounting
system as well as the various financial rules were discussed with
the participating officers. The report card system and good
governance through public private partnership were also explained
to them.

The guest faculty included Sri T.N. Dhar (IAS Retd.), former
Chairman, lind State Finance Commission, Government of U.P., Dr.
B.C. Goel, former Deputy Director, Directorate of Local Bodies and
Sri S.S. Srivastava, finance Consultant, The internal faculty included
Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy Director and Dr. Anjuli Mishra and Dr.
Rajeev Narayan, Assistant Directors of RCUES.
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The course was attended by nineteen Executive Officers of
various Nagar Panchayats of Uttar Pradesh.

The training programme had a positive impact on the trainee
officers, who expressed the desire that more such programmes
snould be organized for them in future. They were also of the view
tnat the Chairpersons should also be invited. They were of the
unanimaous opinion that the course should be of at least cne week’s
duration, as they had benefited immensely by attending it.

The course was directed by Dr. Richa Varmani, Deputy Director
of the Centre.

Computer Awareness and Application in
Municipal Administration
(September 14-16, 2004)

Keeping In view the ever-increasing need and influence of
computers in the management of urban local bodies, the Centre
organized a 3days' training on “Computer awareness and Application
i iziozl Administration” from September 14 till 16, 2004, with
e man ooectves of making the participants aware about the
moortance of computers in the management of urban management.

They were also acquainted with the application of computers in
~.7cpa finance and G.LS. (Geographical Information System)
techniques.

The course contents mainly included computer awareness
and the challenges of E-governance, the practical application of
computers in urban management information system and role of
data management in effective decision-making. The Mirzapur Model
was also discussed.

The training programme was attended by 20 Executive officers
belonging to municipalities of the State.

The guest speakers included Sri Arvind Gupta from HUDCO,

Sri R.K. Gupta from UPDESCO, Sri Alok Singh from HILTRON and ,

Computer experts from Mirzapur Nagar Palika Parishad; while the
internal faculty consisted of Dr. Richa Varmani and Dr. Anjuli Mishra.

The participants participated actively and all of them expressed
the view that the Mirzapur model should be extended to other
municipalities, and a study tour should also be organized to the city
of Mirzapur in future courses.

Dr. Anjuli Mishra, Assistant Director, directed the
programme.

Augmentation of Financial Resources
(September 27-29, 2004)

There is an urgent need to make the institutions of local self
government financially autonomous after the implementation of the
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74" Constitution Amendment. Keeping this in view, a three-days'
training programme on “Augmentation of Financial Resources” was
organized from September 27-29, 2004 by the Regional Centre for
Urban and Environmental Studies with the main objectives of
discussing the present status of the sources of tax and non-tax
revenue, the role of Central and State Finance Commissions in
resource mobilization, urban development and resource
management and the system of budgeting and accounting in urban
local bodies.

Sixteen officers, mainly Executive Officers and Accountants
from the municipalities of the state of U.P, attended the course,

The guest speakers comprised of Sri TN. Dhar, Chairman
lind State Finance Commission, financial experts and officials of the
Directorate of Local Bodies. There was a group discussion session,
wherein the participants discussed the problems and the concurrent
remedies relating to the mobilization of resources. They were
generally of the view that the duration of the course should be longer
and computerization may be also included.

The programme was directed by Dr. Richa Varmani,
Deputy Director who was assisted by Dr. Anjuli Mishra, Assistant
Director.

Orientation Programme for Executive Officers
(October 12-15, 2004)

A four days' Orientation Programme for the newly appointed
Executive Officers of urban local bodies of Uttar Pradesh was
conducted at the Regional Centre from October 12 to 15, 2005.

Besides enabling the participants to understand the various
implications of urbanization vis-a-vis present municipal resources,
the course was designed to emphasize on the scope of their
improvement and need for additional resources and their mobilization
in the context of the 74™ CAA,; to make the participants aware of the
office management, financial management, budget preparation,
maintenance of accounts, audit efc. and to acquaint them with the
status of various municipal services, proper pricing policies and cost
recovery.

Fifteen officers from various urban local bodies attended the
course. The participants were also taken for a field visit to the MSW
Treatment plant set up by M/s Asia Bio-energy (India) Lid. to produce
power and organic compost at Lucknow.

The programme faculty comprised of guest speakers from the
concerned departments and the course director.

The programme was directed by Mrs. Urmila Bagga, Deputy
Director.
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Report Card System
(January 19-20, 2005)

Report Card is a system whereby the citizens can evaluate
the performance of the service provider/urban local bodies and has
been introduced in six towns of U.P. and Uttaranchal. Keeping the
important of such a system in view, a two-days’ training programme
on “Report Card System” was organized by the RCUES on January
19-20, 2005.

The main objectives of the fraining course were to acquaint
the participants with the Report Card Process and to familiarize them
with the importance, need and system of Survey under this process.

Inall 30 officers from urban local bodies of U.P. were nominated
for the training course, out of which only 6 officers attended the
training programme.

The concept, need and importance of the Report Card System
as well as the sampling strategy and questionnaire design and data
analysis were explained. The details of the method of preparation
of the Report Card were discussed by Dr. Rajeev Narayan, while
the Mirzapur experience of using Report Card system for good urban
governance was also explained. The training programme concluded
«th a2 Group Discussion on Report Card System which was led by
Prof. Nishith Rai, Director, Regional Centre.

The external faculty consisted of Dr. A.K. Singh, Institute of
Development Studies, Lucknow University, Lucknow and Sri Rajesh
Trivedi,of one of the N.G.Os of Varanasi.

The course was directed by Dr. Rajeev Narayan, Assistant
Director.

Management of Urban Services
(January 27-29, 2005)

A 3 days'training programme was organized on “Management
of Urban Services” from January 27-29, 2005, with the objectives of
familiarizing participants with the need and importance of adequate
urban infrastructure as a consequence of the ever increasing pace
of urbanization, discussing the process of planning and
implementation of urban services projects and analysing the critical
areas, and to emphasise upon the proper pricing policy and need of
cost recovery.

The main objectives of the course was to acquaint the participants
with the impact of urbanization and various related issues. The course
contents included planning and management of urban services, financial
managementand financing of projects, privatization of municipal services,
management of water supply and sewerage systems, traffic management
and use of computers and E-govemance.

The course was aftended by 12 Executive Officers from urban
local bodies and Junior Engineers from Jal Sansthans of the State.
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The main guest speakers included Sri A.K. Gupta. Chief
Engineer, Directorate of Local Bodies, Uttar Pradesh; Sri Anoop
Misra, Chief Engineer, U.P. Jal Nigam; Sri S.B. Vierma, Chief Finance
and Accounts Officer of NEDA; Sri R.K. Gupta, Systems Manager
of UPDESCO and Dr. B. C. Goel, former Deputy Director of Local
Bodies.

The course was inaugurated by Prof. Nishith Rai, Director of
the Regional Centre and was coordinated by Dr. Anjuli Mishra,
Assistant Director.

Municipal Finance for Non-Finance
Executives (January 31 to February 2, 2005)

A short term training programme on “Municipal Finance for
Non-Finance Executives” was organized by the Centre from January
31 to February 2, 2005. The course was designed with a view to
identify and discuss the core problem areas in municipal tax
administration and to lay emphasis on the need for mobilizing the
municipal resources; to acquaint the officials with the reform initiatives
undertaken in Uttar Pradesh and other States in property tax
administration and to explain the need, imporiance and techniques
of effective fiscal management and fiscal discipline. The experts also
emphasized the need for computerization of municipal administration
on priority basis.

The faculty comprised guest speakers and faculty members
of Regional Centre. Officers from Nagar Nigams and Nagar Palika
Parishads actively participated in the programme.

Mrs. Urmila Bagga, Deputy Director directed the training
programme.

Public-Private Partnership in Urban
Governance (February 9-11, 2005)

The Regional Centre for Urban and Environmental Studies
organized a 3 days' training programme on “Public Private
Partnerships in Urban Governance” from February 9-11, 2005.

The main objectives of the training programme were to
acquaint the participants with various good urban practices and the
need and importance of public-private partnerships in urban
governance

Sixteen Executive Officers of urban local bodies of the state
attended the training programme.

The topics which were dealt with in detail were public-private
partnership in the management of urban services, capacity
development for good urban governance, E-governance in the
context of public-private partnership, legal framework for facilitating
public-private partnership, initiatives and experiences in India and
abroad. Dr. Richa Varmani discussed the experiences of public-
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